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Sinners in theHandsUfanAngryGUdl

DaJ古θrU9FU19t).32.3J

TheirfUUtshaⅡ slideinduetinle.2

InthisverseiSthreatenedthevengeanceUfGUdUntheⅥ 八ckedunbelieving

Israelites,whUwere(3Ud’ svisibIePeUPle,andwhUlivedundertheIneans
Ufgrace,3 butwhU, nU仇 VithStandingaⅡ  GUd’ swUnderfulwUrks tUwards

them,remained(as inverse28)博 vUidUfcUunsel,havingnUunderstanding
in them.Undera1lthecultivatiUnsUfheaven,theybrUughtfUrthbitterand

PUisUnUusfruit,asin thetⅣ vUverseSneXtPrecedingthetext.5「 ΓheeXPres＿

siUnIhavechUsenfUr rnytext,‘
‘
TheirfUUtshal1slideinduetiIne,’

’
SeemstU

iInPlythefU11Uwingthings,relatingtUthePunishmentanddeStructiUntU

Ⅵthichthese∼ vickedIsraelites、 vereexPUsed.

1.ThattheywerealwaysexPUsedtUdestructiUn;asUnethat standsUr

、
vaIks in sliPPeryPlaces isahvaysexPUsedtUfa11.This is imPliedin theInan-

nerUftheirdestructiUncUΠ linguPUntheΠ 1,beingrePresentedbytheirfUUt

sliding.ThesameiSexPressed,PsalIn73.18:“ SurelythUudidst setthem in

sIiPPeryPlaces;thUucastedst theΠ 1dU、vn intUdestructiUn.”

2.ItiInPliesthatthey、vereahvaysexPUsedtUsuddenunexPecteddestruc＿

tiUn.Ashethat、
、
◤alks in sliPPeryPlaces iseverymUment liabletUfaIl,he

cannUtfUreseeUneInUmentWhetherhesha11standUrfall thenext;andwhen
hedUesfaⅡ ,hefal1satUnce、 vithUut、

、
πarning:、vhichisalsUexPressedin

PsaIΠ173.18一 19:“ SurelythUudidst setthem in sliPPeryPlaces;thUucastedst

theIndUwn intUdestructiUn:I-IU、 varetheybrUught intUdesUlatiUnas ina

mUment!”

3.z尐 nUtherthingimPliedis,thattheyareliabletUfallUfthemselves,Ⅵ 心th-

UutbeingthrUl1.ndU、 VnbythehandUfanUther;ashethat standsUr、 valksUn

sliPPerygrUundneedsnUthingbuthisUwnweighttUthrUwhilndUwn.

4.ThatthereasUn、 vhytheyarenUtfa1lenalready,anddUnUtfaⅡ nUⅥ$is

UnlythatGUd’ saPPUintedtiIneis nUtcUme.FUr itis saidthatwhenthatdue

tiIne,UrapPUintedtiInescUmeS,theirfUUtshall slide.ThentheyshaⅡ be

lefttUfa11,astheyareinclinedbytheirUwnwe㎏ ht.GUdwill nUthUldthem

uPin thesesliPPeryPlacesanylUnger,butM八 ll lettheΠ1gU;andthen,atthat

veryinstant,theyshalIfa1l intUdestruCtiUn;ashethat standsUnsuchsliP-

PerydeclininggrUund,UntheedgeUfaPit,hecannUt standalUne,1l,henhe
is letgUheiΠ lInediatelyfallsandis lUst.

1. Edwards delivered this sermUn in EnFleId,
Connecticut,atUwnabUutthirtyΠ liIessUuthof
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SermUn inaIevelvUice、 vithhis sermonbUUk in
his lefthand,andin sPiteofhiscaln、

“
there、vaS
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TheUbservatiUnfrUΠ 1thewUrds thatIwUuldnUwinsistuPUn is this.
“
Thereis nUthingthatkeePsⅥ 位ckedInenatanyUneInUmentUutUfhel1,but

theInerePIeasureUfGUd.” BytheInerePIeasureUfGUd,IIneanHis sUver-

者l:控:ij玉資瑞電一:Hh琵rI琵出薝盟#a且督工拂
hadin theleastdegree,Ur inanyresPect、 vhatsUever,anyhandin thePres＿
ervatiUn Uf、 vickedmenUne mUment. The truthUfthis UbservatiUnmay

aPPearbythefUIlU、 vingcUnsideratiUns.

1.Thereis nUwantUfPUwer inGUdtUcastwickedmen intUhe1latany

mUment.l/IenthandscannUtbestrUngwhenGUdrisesuP.ThestrUngeSt

havenUPUwertUresistHin1,nUtcananydeliver‘ UutUflIishands.Heis nUt
UnlyabletUcastv汪 ckedInen intUheIl,butHecanInUsteasiIydUit.SUme-

tiInesanearthlyPrincemeetsv河thagreatdeaIUfdifficultytUsubduea
rebel,whUhasfUundmeans tUfUrt玨 Vhimself,andhasmadehimselfstrUng
bythenumbersUfhisfUllUⅥ ers.Butitis nUtsUwithGUd.Thereis nUfUrtress

that isanydefensefrUmthePUwerUfGUd.ThUughhandjUin inhand,and

vastInultitudesUfGUdteneΠliescUmbineandassUciatethemselves,they
areeasilybrUken inPieces.TheyareasgreatheaPsUflightchaffbefUrethe

、
vhirhvind;UrIargequantitiesUfdrystubblebefUredevUuringnames.Ⅳ ve
finditeasytUtreadUnandcrushawUrm thatweseecrawlingUntheearth;
sUit iseasyfUrustUcutUr singeaslenderthreadthatanythinghangsby:
thuseasyis itfUrGUd,whenhePleases,tUcastHiseneΠ liesdUwntUheⅡ .

Ⅵ啦atare、ve,that、∼teshUuIdthink tUstandbefUreHiΠ 1,atwhUserebuke
theearthtrembles,andbefUrel1.hUmtherUcksarethrUwndUwn9

2.TheydeservetUbecast intUhe11;sUthatdivinejusticenever stands in

thewa” it makesnUU切 ectiUnagainstGUdtusingHisPUwer脫 anymUment
tUdestrUythem.1℃ a,UnthecUntrar” justicecaⅡ salUudfUran in且 nitePun-
ishmentUftheir sins.E)ivinejusticesaysUfthetreethatbringsfUrthsuch
gr左PesUfSUdUΠ1,‘

‘Cut itdUwn,whycumberethit thegrUund。 ’’Lukel3〞 .

TheswUrdUfdivinejusticeiSeverymUmentbrandishedUvertheirheads,
andit is nUthingbutthehandUfarbitraryInerc乃 andGUd怎

、
vi11,thathUlds

itback.

3.TheyarealreadyunderasentenceUfcUndemnatiUntUheⅡ .TheydUnUt
UnlyjustlydeservetUbecastdU、 vnthither,butthesentenceUftheIa、 vUfGUd,
thateternalandirnrIlutableruIeUfrighteUusness thatGUdhasfixedbetⅥ ℃en
HiInandmankind,isgUneUutagainst theΠ 〕,andstandsagainst theΠ l;sU
thattheyarebUundUveralreadytUhe11.JUhn3.18:“ HethatbelievethnUt is
cUndemnedalready” SUthateveryuncUnvertedmanPrUPerlybelUngstU
hell;that ishisPlace;frUmthenceheis,JUhn8.23:“YearefrUmbeneath.”
AndthitherheisbUund;it is thePIacethatjustice,andGUd怎 wUrd,andthe
sentenceUfhisunchangeabIelaⅥπassigntUhiIn.

4.TheyarenUwtheU切 ectsUfthat㎎ rysameangerandwr放 hUfGUdthat
isexPressedin thetUrmentsUfheI1.AndthereasUnwhytheydUnUtgUdUwn

tUheIlateachmUment is nUtbecauseGUd,in、 vhUsePUwertheyare,is nUt
then、℃ryangryv八 ththeΠlaslIeis、

、
tithInanyIniserablecreaturesnUwtUr-

mentedinhe11,whUtherefeelandbearthenercenessUfHiswrath.Yea,GUd
isagreatdeaIInUreangrywithgreatnumbers thatarenU、 vUnearth:v℃ a,

6. I.e.,rescueothers.
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dUubtless、 〝
一
ith11lanVthatarel1U、 vin thiscUngregatiUn,〝 〡hUit1llaybeareat

ease,thanHeis、
、
iitl〕

1l〕 allyUftl1Use〝〡hUarenU、
、
:in theflanlesUfllel1.

SUtllat it is nUtbccatlSc〈 3Udisul〕 n〕indfulUftheir、
、
:ickedness,anddUes

nUtreSent it,that lledUcsnUtletlUUselIishandandcutthclllUff.GUdis nUt

ε︳ltUgetlleΥ sucl〕 an〔)neasthe1l╮ selves,thUughtl〕 eylllrlyilΥlagille-linl tUbeso.

11l〕 e、
、

rrathUj:GUdburl〕 sa。 ail〕 st tl〕 elI1,tlleirdanl natiUIldUesnUt slun〕 bel、 :the

Pit isPΥel,ared,tl〕 eΠΓeis nladeΥ ead｝r,tl〕 efurnaceis nU、 vl1Ut,readVtUreceive

theⅡ‵theilalnesdUI〕 U、vrageandglU、v.Π:lleglitteril〕gs、 vUΓdis、
、
het,一 andl〕 cl〔 l

Uverthen1、 aΥldthePithathUPel〕 edits1Ⅵ Uuthunder tlleIm.

5.Thedevil standsrecldytUi∥ luPUntheln,andseizethen〕 ashi∫ U〝
-n、

at

〝「hatmUmentCUdShallPermitl〕 i﹉m.TheybclUI〕 gtUhiIll;hehas tl〕 eifsUuIs

inhisPUssessiUn,andunderl〕isdUlIliniUn.ThcScril,tuΥ eΥePresents the1ll

ashisgUUds,I」 uke 11.12.sThedevilsxl了 atChtheIu;theyareeverbythelllclt

their righthand;theystand、 ╮′aitingfUrthell1,IikegΓ eedyhl1ngryliUns that

seetheirPrey,andexPecttUl〕 aveit,butarefUrthePresent l(ePtback.1f

GUdshUuldwithdrallHishand,by、 vhichtheyarerestrained,theywUuldin

UneInlU】 llentflyuPUntheiΥ PUUrsUuls.TheUldserPent isgaPingfUrtheIll:

hellUPens its lnlUuth、 videtUrecei、 retheII9;andifGUdshUuIdPerlllit it,they

〝「Uuldbehastilys〝 「allU、veduPandlUst.

6.￣了herearein thesUuIsUf、 vickedI.lenthUsehellishPrinciPlesreigning

that〝/UuldPresentlykindleandflameUut intUhell nre,ifit、 verenUtfUl:

GUdtrestraints.Thereis laidin theverynatureUfcarnal1,,enafUundatiUn
fUrthetUrmentsUε hel1.TherearethUseCUrruPtPrinciPIes,in reigningPUwer

in theΠ〕,anc)infullPUssessiUnUfthelIl,thatareseedSUfhellΠ re.ThesePrin＿

ciPlesareactiveandPU、
、
πerful,exceedingviUlentin their natufe,andifit

、
verenUtfUrtherestraininghandUfGUduPUntheΠ 1,they、vUuldsUUnbreak

Uut,they〝 tUuldna】 I.eUutafterthesamemannerasthesamecUrruPtiUns,
thesameenΠlitydUesin theheartsUfdalmnedsUuls,and、 vUuldbegetthe

SallnetUrlTlentsastheydUin them.ThesUulsUfthe〝 「ickedareinScriPture

cU工mParedtUthetrUubledsea,Isaiah57.2U.’ FUr tllePresent,(tUdΥ estrains

theirⅣvickednessbyI-IisInightyPU、ve$aslIedUestheraging〝πavesUfthe

trUubledsea,saying,“ I-lithertUshalt thUucUme,butnUfurther;’
’lbutifGUd

shUuldⅥ 八thdraⅥtthatrestrainingPUⅥ πer,it、vUuldsUUncarryallbefUreit.Sin

is theruinandlIliseryUfthesUul;it isdestructivein its nature;andifGUd
shUuldleaveit、方thUutrestraint,thereⅣvUuldneednUthingelsetUrnakethe

sUulPerfectlyIIliserable.ThecUrfuPtiUnUftheheartUfInan is illlmUderate

andbUundless in itsfury;andⅥ ′hile、vickedIIlen livehere,it is likenrePent

uPby(3Ud’srestraints,Ⅳvhereasifit、
、
/ereletlUUse,itⅣ vUuldsetUnFlretl,e

CUurSeUfnature;andaStheheart is nU、 vaSinkUfsin,sUifsin、 vasnUt

reStrained,itⅥ tUuIdiΠ 1Inediatelyturn thesUul intUaneryUven,Urafurnace

UffireandbrirIlstUne.

7.Itis nUseCuritytU、 vickedInenfUrUneInUl9lent thattherearenUvisible

lmeansUfdeathathand.Itis nUsecuritytUanatural2Inanthatheis nU、 vin

healthandthathedUesnUtsee、 vhich、vayheshUuldnU、viΠ1InediatelygU

UutUftheⅣvUrldbyanyaccident,andthatthereis nUvisibledanger inany
resPect inhiscircuIllStanCeS.ThelllanifUldandcUntinuaIexPerienceUf

、
,hen itcal)not1.eSt,〝 〡hUSc、iateIScast tlPI’nilc

anddirt’
’

IJJl,38.Il
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thewUrIdinallages,shUwsthis is nUevidencethataman is nUtUnthe

verybrinkUfeternit乃 andthatthenext stePwiIlnUtbeintUanUtherwUrld.

Theunseen,unthUught-UfwaysandIneansUfPersUnsgUingsuddenlyUut

UfthewUrldareinnumerableandincUnceN牡 ble.UncUnvertedInenwalkUver

thePitUfhe11UnarUttencUvering,andthereareinnumerablePlacesin this
cUveringsU、

、
ㄏeakthattheyl,,i11nUtbeartheirweight,andthesePlacesare

nUtseen.ThearrU、 vsUfdeathnyunseenatnUUnday;3thesharPest sight
cannUtdiscern them.GUdhassUInanydifferentunsearchable、 ∼raysUftat
ingⅥ河ckedInenUutUfthe、∼′UrldandsendingthemtUhell,thatthereis nUth-
ingtUInakeitaPPearthatGUdhadneedtUbeattheexPenseUfaIniracle,Ur

gUUutUftheUrdinarycUurseUfrIisPrUvidence,tUdestrUyanyⅥ 河ckedman

atanyInUment.′ Lll theIneans thatthereareUfsinnersgUingUutUfthewUrld

aresUinGUdthands,andsUuniveΥ sal圩 andabsUlutelysu切 ecttUHisPUwer
anddeterΠlinatiUn,that itdUesnUtdePendatall thelessUntheInereM河 llUf

GUdwhether sinners sha1l atanymUmentgUtUhe11thanifIneanswere
neverInadeuseUfUrataⅡ cUncernedin thecase.

8.NaturalInen’ sPrudenceandcaretUpreservetheirU、 vn lives,Urthe
careUfUthers tUPreservetheΠ】,dUnUtsecuretheΠlamUment.TUthis,
divinePrUvidenceanduniversalexPeriencedUaIsUbeartestilnUny.There
is thisclearevidencethatInentU、 vnwisdUm is nUsecuritytUtheΠ 1frUm
death;thatifitwereUtherwiseweshUuldseesUmedifferencebetweenthe
Ⅵ位seandPUIiticInenUfthe、 vUrld,andUthers,withregardtUtheir liabIeness
tUearlyandunexPecteddeath:buthUwis it infact。 Ecclesiastes2.16:“ HUw
dieththewiseInan9evenasthefUU1.”
9.AllwickedInentPainsandcUntrivance、vhichtheyusetUescaPeheIl,

whiletheycUntinuetUr句ectChΠ st,andsUremainwickedmen,dUnUt
securetheΠ1frUmhe11UneInUment.AlmUsteverynaturalInanthathears
Ufhell,nattershiInselfthatheshallescaPeit;hedePendsuPUnhiInselffUr
hisU、vnsecurity;henattershiInselfin、 vhathehasdUne,in、vhatheis nUⅥ◤

dUing,UrwhatheintendstUdU.EveryUnelaysUutInatters inhisU、 vnInind

hUwhesha1lavUiddamnatiUn,andnattershiInSelfthathecUntriveswe11fUr
hiInsel色 andthathis schemesⅥ位ll nUtfai1.Theyhear indeedthatthereare
butfe、vsaved,andthatthegreaterPartUfmenthathavediedheretUfUreare
gUnetUhe1l;buteachUneimaginesthathelaysUutInattersbetterfUrhis
UWneScaPethanUthershavedUne.HedUesnUtintendtUcUmetUthatPlace

UftUrment;hesaysⅥ 汪thinhiInselfthatheintendstUtakeeffectualcare,and
tUUrderInatters sUfUrhiInseIfasnUttUfai1.

ButthefUUIishchiIdrenUfmenIniserabIydeludethernseIvesin theirUⅥ ㄏn
schemes,andincUnfidencein theirUwn strengthand、 visdUIn;theytrust tU
nUthingbutashadUw.ThegreaterPartUfthUsewhUheretUfUrehavelived
underthesameIneansUfgrace,andarenUwdead,areundUubtedlygUnetU
he11;andit、∼rasnUtbecausetheywerenUtasⅥ心seasthUse、vhUarenU、 valive:

it ll-asnUtbecausetheydidnUtlayUutmatterSaswellfUrthemseIvestU
securetheirU、vneScaPe.If、

、
ㄏecUuldsPeak、viththeΠ1,andinquireUftheΠ 1,

UnebyUne,、vhethertheyexPectedwhenalive,and、 vhentheyusedtUhear
abUuthe11,eⅥ ItUbethesu切 ectsUfthat miser兀

、
∼edUubtless,shUuldhear

UneandanUtherreP” 嗎
‘‘
NU,Inever intendedtUcUmehere:IhadlaidUut

mattersUtherⅥ λsein rIlyInind;IthUughtIshUuldcUntrive、
、

teⅡ fUrInyselΠ I

3. 
“
ThUushaItnUtbeafraidfUrtheterrUrbynight;nUrfUrthearrUwthat niethbyday” (Psaln〕 ,1.5).
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thUugl〕 t nlyscl〕 elⅥ cgUUd.Iintcl〕 tledtUtakeeffectuLl1care;but itcallleuPU19

n〕 etⅡle\Pecte〔 l;IdidilUtlUUkfUfitat tl〕 at tiIⅥe.andin tIlatl〕lanner:itcan〕 e

asath心 f:DalthUut、 vittedIuc:GUd.s、 vratI〕
、
vastUUqLlickfUr nle.〔 )h,nly

cursedfUUlishness!I、 v.1sHtlt teril〕 gnlyseⅡ:,andloleasing1Ⅵ ysclf、γith、 :ain

dreanlsUf、
、

,一 htltI、
、
UuldtlUI〕 e1.eafter:and、 vl1cnI、 vassayjl〕g,19eaceand

s tlfetv→ thensuddenlㄚ destructiUncallleuPUn1l〕 c.”

1U.GUdhaslaidI一 lil1lselfundernUUbligatiUnbyanyPrUlnisetUkeePtl ny
nattIrt1l lllanUutUfhellUne1.lUnlent.〔 k)dcclΓ tainIy㏑ as1l┐ ade1〕UP1.U1llises

eitherUfeterΠ lalIifeU〔 UfanvdeliveΥamceUrPrcservati(〕 nfl:〔 )lⅥ etelinaldctltI1

but、vhat are cUntail〕 etl in tl� e cUvenant Ufgrace,+ tl〕 e l,Υ Un┐ iSes that clre

giveniI1〔 】〕ristl in、 vl1Ulnnall thePrUl〕 lisesareVeaandLllⅥ cn.ButsurelVtl〕 e、 r

havcnUinteΥ est in thePΥ Ul1,iSeSUfthecUvel-lantUfgrace、
、

.hUarc nUtthe

cl〕 ildrenUfthecUventlnt,、 vhUdUnUtbeIievein anyUftllePrUlllises,aIld

havenUinterest iIltheNIediatUΓ UfthecUvenant.、

SUtl〕 at,、ⅣhatevcrsUlIlehavein珪 agiIlcdandPretended6abUutPrU1,lises
Iη adetUnatuΥ al1men’searnest seekingandknUcl【 ing,it isPlainandI,,ani＿

fest tInat、 vhateverPainsanaturaln〕antakesin religiUn,、 「hateverPrayers

heIlnakes,tilIhebelieves il1Christ,GUdisLlndernUn〕 annerUfUbl㎏ atiUn

tUkeePhi〕 maImUn〕 en七 frU11,etefnaIdestructiUl〕 .

SUthat→ thus itis thatnatuΓ aIn〕enarelleldin thellandUfGUd,Uverthe

PitUfhe1l;theyhavedeseΥ vedtheneryPit,andarealreadysentencedtUit;
andGUdisdreatlfulIyPrUvUked. :Iisanger isasgreattUⅥ 7ardStheΠ lastU

thUsethatareactuallysufferingtheexecutiUnsUftlle且 erceneSsUfI-Iis、 vrath

inhell,andtlleyhavedUnenUthingin theleast tUaPPeaseUrabatethat

anger,neither is《 〕Udin theleastbUundbyanyPrUΠ lisetUhUldtheltluPUne

lllUlllent;thedeviIis、 vaitingfUrthem,hell isgaPingfUrthen、 theflallles

gatherandnashabUutthell1,and、 vUuIdfain layhUldUntherIl,ands、 vallU〝「
thellluP;the且 rePentuPin theirU、vnhearts is strugglingtUbreakUut:and
theyhavenUinterest inanyⅣIediatUr,thereaΓ enUlmeansⅥπithin reachthat

canbeanysecuritytUthen1.InshUrt,theyhavenUrefuge,nUthingtUtake
hUldU色 all tllatPreserveSthemeverylllUlllentiSthe(I,erearbitrary〝 /iIl,and

unCUvenanted,tlI〕 UbligedfUrbearanceUfan incensed(3Uc1.

↙iPr加 catjU,2

TheuseUfthisawful7su㏒ ectmaybefUrawakeninguncUnvertedPersUns
in thiscUngregatiUn.This thatyUuhavehearcl is thecaseUfeveryUneUf
yUuthatareUutUfChrist.That、 vUrldUfl,lisery,thatlakeUfburningbrirll一

stUne,iSextendedal,rUadunderyUu.Thereis thedreadfulPitUftheglU、 v-

ingΠ amesUfthe、 vrathUfGUd;thereishell’ sⅥㄏidesaPingInUuthUPen;and

yUuhavenUthingtUstanduPUn,nUranythingtUtakehUldUf;thereis nUth′

ingbetⅥㄏeenyUuandhelIbuttheair;it isUnlythePU、 verandlllerePleasure
UfGUdthathUldsyUuuP.

YUuPrUbablyarenUtsenSiblesUfthis;yUufindyUuarekePtUutUfhelI,

butdUnUtseethehandUfGUdin it;butIUUkatUtherthings,asthegUUd

# .Γ l╮ c()1.igil】 al covenal〕 t〈6od nladc、vjtliAdaIln
j$ caⅡ

l一 d thc C(八’Cnant UΓ  
、

VoΓ ks; tI〕 e sec()iΠ d

C●γCl〕 ant Ch「 ist ︴r)aLlc 
、
vith I:alIci〕  hun〕 al╮ itv＿＿
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